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DEFINITIONS 
 
Absorbent Bag/Liner: A disposable bag/liner containing an absorbent substance that turns bodily fluids 
into a gel. 
 
Blueware: Non-critical equipment (e.g. bedpans, basins, urinals, etc.) that is typically made of, but not 
limited to, turquoise/blue hard plastic (e.g. may be alternate color).  
 
Cleaning: The physical removal of foreign (e.g. dust, soil) and organic material (e.g. blood, secretions, 
excretions, microorganisms). Cleaning physically removes rather than kills microorganisms. It is 
accomplished with water, cleaning agents (e.g. soap, detergent, cleaner/disinfectant) and mechanical 
action. 
 
Contact Time: The length of time specified by the manufacturer (e.g. disinfectant label) a disinfectant must 
remain wet on a surface to achieve disinfection. 
 
Decontamination: removal and/or reduction of biological contaminants to an acceptable level thereby 
rendering medical devices safe for handling and to the extent necessary for subsequent reprocessing. 
 
Disinfectant: A product that is used on surfaces or medical equipment/devices which results in disinfection 
of the equipment/device. Some products combine a cleaner with a disinfectant. 
 
Disinfection: The inactivation of disease-producing microorganisms. Disinfection does not destroy 
bacterial spores. Medical equipment/devices must be cleaned thoroughly before effective disinfection can 
take place. 

• Low-Level Disinfection (LLD): The level of disinfection required when processing non-critical medical 
equipment/devices and some environmental surfaces. LLD destroys most vegetative bacteria and 
fungi, as well as enveloped (lipids) viruses. Low-level disinfectants do not destroy mycobacteria or 
bacterial spores. LLD is performed after the equipment/device is thoroughly cleaned using facility 
approved cleaner/disinfectants (e.g. Accel Intervention, Oxivir Plus). 

• High-Level Disinfection (HLD): The level of disinfection required when processing semi-critical 
medical equipment/devices. HLD destroys vegetative bacteria, mycobacteria, fungi, and 
enveloped/non-enveloped viruses, but not necessarily bacterial spores. HLD is performed by trained 
staff in Medical Device Reprocessing (MDR) department or specialty care areas (e.g. ultrasound).  

 
Macerator Unit: A waste disposal system that enables efficient disposal of single-use pulp products (e.g. 
urinals, basins) through the existing sewer system. 
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Medical Device Reprocessing (MDR): A centralized area within the health care setting for cleaning, 
disinfection and/or sterilization of medical equipment/devices (e.g. Sterile Reprocessing Department). 
 
Reprocessing: The cleaning, disinfection, and/or sterilization of a potentially contaminated medical device 
so that it is safe and effective for use on the client. 
 
Routine Practices: A comprehensive set of Infection Prevention & Control (IP&C) measures that have 
been developed for use in the routine care of all clients at all times in all health care settings. Routine 
Practices aim to minimize or prevent health care-associated infections in all individuals in the health care 
setting. 
  
Single Client Use Medical Device: A term given to medical equipment/devices that may be used on a 
single client and may be re-used on the same client, but may not be used on other clients. 
 
Single-Use/Disposable Medical Device: A term given to medical equipment/devices designated by the 
manufacturer for single-use only. Single-use equipment/devices must not be reprocessed. Single-use 
medical equipment/devices are usually labeled by the manufacturer with a symbol  
 
Spaulding Classification System: The classification system that divides medical equipment/devices into 
categories based on the risk of infection involved with their use. Three categories of medical 
equipment/devices and their associated level of disinfection are recognized:  

1. Non-critical: Equipment/device that touches only intact skin and not mucous membranes, or does 
not directly touch the client. Non-critical equipment/devices must be cleaned and low-level 
disinfected. 

2. Semi-critical: Equipment/device that comes in contact with non-intact skin or mucous membranes, 
but does not penetrate them. Semi-critical equipment/devices are cleaned and high-level 
disinfected. Sterilization is preferred. 

3. Critical: Equipment/device that enters sterile tissue/ vascular system. Critical equipment/devices 
must be sterilized. 

 
Sterilization: The destruction of all forms of microbial life, including bacteria, viruses, spores, and fungi. 
 
Washer-Disinfector: A system intended for emptying, flushing, cleaning, and thermally disinfecting human 
waste containers intended for re-use (e.g. bedpans/supports, urinals, basins). Washer-disinfectors provide 
low-level disinfection.  
  

PURPOSE 
 
To provide and identify the procedures for cleaning and disinfection of medical equipment/devices to 
reduce the transmission of potentially harmful microorganisms that may cause health care-associated 
infections. 
 

POLICY STATEMENT 
 
It is important that Prairie Mountain Health (PMH) staff involved in the cleaning and disinfection of medical  
equipment/devices follow the procedures outlined to reduce the spread of health care-associated 
infections.  
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RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Manager  

• Identifies all staff involved in the cleaning and disinfection of reusable medical equipment/devices within 
their units/programs/facilities and ensures that they follow the appropriate responsibilities and 
applicable procedures within this policy. 

• Strongly encourages staff to complete the SPOT Learning Management System (LMS) education titled: 
Equipment Cleaning module within 3 months of hire and on an annual basis. 

• Ensures that posters and resources within this policy are made available for staff and are posted in 
visible areas where cleaning and disinfection of medical equipment/devices occur. 

• Refers to Clean and Soiled Storage/Utility Room (PPG-00935) for recommendations.  
 
All Staff 

• Reviews policy and responsibilities within this document. Utilizes resources referenced in the procedure 
section of this document. 

• Completes the SPOT LMS education titled: Equipment Cleaning module within 3 months of hire and on 
an annual basis 

• Refers to Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System (WHMIS) Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) and follows product label instructions when utilizing cleaning and disinfectant products. 

• Follows manufacturer’s instructions for cleaning, disinfection, and maintenance of non-critical medical 
equipment/devices.   

• Checks expiry dates of cleaning/disinfection products prior to use and replaces as required. 

• Community Programs can refer to Management of the Client Care Environment (PMH3714) for further 
information. 

 
Infection Prevention and Control 

• Develops resources/tools for cleaning and disinfecting of medical equipment/devices. 

• Audits cleaning and disinfection processes in conjunction with manager/designate. 

• Educates units/programs/facilities on medical equipment/devices cleaning and disinfection processes. 

• Makes recommendations for a more extensive cleaning and disinfection process during an outbreak or 
spread of an infectious organism. 

 
PROCEDURE  
 
1. Identify and Classify: 
 

o Refer to Spaulding Classification System (PMH331) to classify equipment/device as non-critical, 
semi-critical or critical. 

o Single-use items must be discarded immediately after use. Refer to Critical and Semi-Critical Single 
Use Medical Devices (PPG-00719). 

o Refer to Single Client Use Semi-Critical Medical Equipment/Device Resource ( Acute and Long 
Term Care Settings) PMH338 

 
2. Transportation and handling of contaminated medical equipment/devices: 
 

o Soiled medical equipment/devices must be handled in a manner that reduces the risk of exposure 
and/or injury to staff and clients, or contamination of environmental surfaces. 
▪ Soiled medical equipment/devices shall be transported via direct routes that avoid high traffic, 

clean/sterile storage, and client care areas  
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▪ Closed carts or covered containers designed to prevent the spill of liquids, with easily 
cleanable surfaces, shall be used for handling and transporting soiled medical 
equipment/devices.   

▪ Containers or carts used to transport soiled medical equipment/device shall be 
cleaned/disinfected after each use.  

▪ Disposable sharps shall be disposed of in an appropriate puncture resistant sharps container  
at point of use, prior to transportation. 

▪ Sterile/clean equipment/devices are not transported together with soiled equipment/devices. 
▪ A dedicated elevator is assigned for the transport of waste.  If a dedicated elevator is not 

available, waste should not be transported at the same time as clients, food serving carts or 
clean/sterile instruments/supplies/linen. 

 
3. Clean and Disinfect: 
 

o Non-Critical Medical Equipment/Devices 
▪ Clean and disinfect 

• At point of use 

• Between clients 

• When visibly soiled 

• Before storage 

• Before sending for repair  

• According to schedule 
▪ Refer to Equipment Cleaning and Disinfection Table (PMH335) to determine 

cleaning/disinfection frequency.   
▪ Refer to Cleaning and Disinfection Non-Critical Medical Equipment/Devices (PMH336) for 

cleaning/disinfection of these items. 
▪ Avoid over-saturation with cleaner/disinfectant due to liquid leaking into the equipment/devices 

through seams and crevices. Squeeze out excess liquid from the wipe or cloth before using. 
Never spray or pour cleaning or disinfectant products directly onto equipment/devices. 

▪ Facilities that have an on-site MDR department may consult the department to determine if 
non-critical items can be sent for reprocessing. 

▪ Implement an equipment cleaning and disinfection schedule for routine cleaning, refer to 
Equipment Cleaning and Disinfection Schedule (PMH339).  

 
o Semi-Critical and Critical Equipment/Devices 

▪ Send to MDR department for high-level disinfection or sterilization. 
▪ Refer to Preparation and Transport of Medical Equipment/ Devices to MDR (PMH334) for On-

site and Off-Site MDR processes for cleaning and transport.  
▪ Specialty areas (e.g. diagnostic imaging) may have their own internal process for cleaning and 

high-level disinfection of equipment/devices.  
 
4. Label and Store: 

o Identify and label as clean. 

▪ Use Clinell®Clean Indicator tape or Clinell® Clean Indicator notes as an option. 

▪ Remove the clean indicators when equipment is in use. 
o Store in a location or space designated for clean equipment/devices.  
o Report damaged medical equipment/devices to manager or designate. Before sending for repair, 

clean/disinfect, dry, bag, label as damaged, and store in designated area.  
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HUMAN WASTE MANAGEMENT 
 
Human waste refers to feces, urine, and vomit. It does not include anatomical waste.  
 
Improper handling of human waste can contaminate the environment with potentially pathogenic 
microorganisms. 
 
Human waste shall be managed in a way to prevent aerosolization of fluid and contamination of the 
environment.  
 
Human waste shall be disposed of into a closed waste disposal system (e.g. macerator, washer/disinfector, 
absorbent bags/liners). 

• If a closed waste disposal system is not available, human waste should be disposed of in a hopper in 
the soiled utility room.  
o If hoppers are used, install a shield to reduce the risk of splashes and sprays 
o Spray wands should be disabled and removed due to the risk of splashes and sprays 

 

• Human waste should not be disposed of into client toilets, client sink, or dedicated hand hygiene sinks 
in either shared or private rooms. 
o If disposal of human waste into client toilet is unavoidable, healthcare workers shall don 

appropriate PPE based on a point of care risk assessment. 
o When possible, choose a toilet in a bathroom where the toilet has a seat cover (lid). Seat covers 

shall be closed prior to flushing the toilet.  
▪ If the toilet seat/cover becomes visibly soiled, clean and disinfect 

o Seat covers should be added to accessible toilets when doing renovations 
 

• Refer to Steps for Using Waste Management Systems (PMH4272) for more information. 
o Refer to manufacturer’s instructions for how to use each system, including preventative 

maintenance and disinfection cycles. 
 

 
 
 

Non-Stock Order Numbers:  
 

• Clinell Clean Indicator Notes 
Mat Man #50010184 
Vendor #831-CCIN1000G 
 

• Clinell Clean Indicator Tape 
Mat Man #50010185 
Vendor #831-CCIT100  

 



PPG-00026 

Cleaning and Disinfection of Medical 
Equipment/Devices 

 

 

This is a controlled document. Any printed version is only accurate up to the date printed. Always refer to the Prairie 
Mountain Health intranet for the most current version. 

 

  Page 6 of 7 

  

 
 

RELATED MATERIAL 
 
PMH331, Spaulding Classification System 
PMH334, Preparation and Transport of Medical Equipment/ Devices to MDR  
PMH335, Equipment Cleaning and Disinfection Table 
PMH336, Cleaning and Disinfection Non-Critical Medical Equipment/Devices 
PMH338 Single Client Use Semi-Critical Medical Equipment/Device Resource ( Acute and Long Term Care 
Settings) 
PMH339, Equipment Cleaning and Disinfection Schedule 
PMH1383, Clean and Soiled Storage/Utility Room Checklist 
PMH2360, Cleaning and Disinfection of Tubs and Showers 
PMH2684, Management of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Holders & Isolation Carts 
PMH3696, Cleaning Instructions for Keyboards and Work Stations on Wheels 
PMH4272, Steps for Using Waste Management Systems 
PPG-00011, Respiratory and Gastrointestinal Illness Outbreak Management Guidelines 
PPG-00018, Toys and Recreation/Activity Equipment Cleaning 
PPG-00029, Routine Practices 
PPG-00719, Critical and Semi-Critical Single Use Medical Devices 
PPG-01390, AccuScreen® Cleaning and Disinfection 
PPG-01697, Infection Prevention and Control Guidelines for Personal Care Supplies 
PPG-02255, Additional Precautions  
Shared Health Facility Approved Disinfectants  
Shared Health Point of Care Risk Assessment (PCRA) for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Selection 
Shared Health Disinfecting Shared Devices 
Shared Health Phone, Screen & Mobile Devices Disinfection 
Shared Health When Was the Last Time You Cleaned Your Cell Phone?  
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